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In an era of socialturbulenceand economicuncertainty in Europe,
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academicdyut alsoto the generalpublic.
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The European Sociological Association is
organizingits next conferencen Genevafrom
7-10th September2011.
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interesting pieceon teachingabout Europein RussianUniversities
detailsof the summerschoolin Finland,andmore We alsopresent
anexclusiveinterview with agreatsociologistof our times this time
the limelight is on SN. Eisenstadtand his conceptof "multiple
modernities.

Sociologicaksearcin Europeis becomingiore
and more diffused,particularly as a result of

the European Union Framework Programs

Theoreticaland methodologicgbroblemsarise
from empiricainvestigationg he real problenis

how to combinalifferentapproacheghich deal

with diversesituationsaand producenultifaceted
indicators

As an enewsletter, EUROPEAN SOCIOLOGIST is both
environmentallyfriendly andd i n s. it & sentdut digitally twice
to ESA membersat an interval of a weekin order to enableyou to
spendtime readingits contentsand printing out the pages,asyou
wish.
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readersin the past | urge youto commenton this issue
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear ESAMembers,

In my first addressasPresident,| want to thank everybodyfor the strong supportreceived
in the last elections | amvery glad to be ableto serveon the ESAand| am surethat the
taskwill only befully achievedwith your continuoussupportfor E S Adttivities

L i s b@oaférenceconstituted a big successWe doubledour membershipand had the
best attended conferenceever (more than 2,500 persons) The feedbackreceivedfrom
plenary,semiplenary,researchnetworks, researchstreamorganisersand other committees
was tremendouslypositive scientific debateswere intense and interesting, somesessions
had so many attendantsthat the roomswere too small to accommodate&veryone We are
becomingavery lively andvibrant association

This achievementvasonly possibledueto a joint effort andto the strategiestracedby previouspresidentsand executivesaswell
as the local organising committee | thank them, and promiseto pursue and reinforce theseaims Neverthelessbeing only a
stronger or bigger associatiordoesnot satisfyus. We want it to be a scientificreferencea forum for the productionof knowledge
anddebaterecognisedy sociologistsall over Europeandabroad.aswell asby larger audiences

Lastc o n f e raehievermedhtsnay meansomepressurefor our next LOC in Geneve But it may also representa challengeto
exceedvhat hasbeendoneuntil now and,at the sametime, improvewhat did not go sowell in Lisboa

Serving on the Executive since 2005 | have beenwitness to improvementsin our activities in several directions On the
organizational level, we now have closer links with ResearchNetworks. Consulting, exchanging views, receiving inputs is
becomingeasiersincewe establishedhe ResearctNetwork Councilthat hadits last meetingatL i s bQ@oaféresice Deepening
thesecloseconnectionss on our agendaandwill bridge the gapfelt by RNs in the past The RNs are being consultedsincethe
outsetof preparationgfor the conferencén Geneveandwe expectthemto participatevery activelyin the wholeprocess

Assuring a better functioning of the Councilof the National Associationstepresentativess alsoatarget, which will allow stronger

links with nationalassociationshat have by statute,suchacrucialrolein E S Alles A newmeetingwith the nationalassociations
is alreadyscheduledor 28 October201Q chairedby RobertoCipriani, our NationalA s s o ¢ i Gotincileepreséntative We hope

to ensureactiveparticipationandto debatecrucialtopicsfor sociologyin our societies

E S A dosrrnal, EuropeanSocietieghrough the impulse of previous editor, Claire Wallace and lately John Scott, is now an
establishedtitle in sociologicalscientific community in Europe and abroad, with rising impact and a very high number of
downloadeda r t i. ¢ invitese§erybodyto participatein JohnS c o tatesh seationd the Europear o ¢ i Ridcusso&abum-
whereselectedopicsareopenlydebated The Editorial Boardwasrecentlyrenewed We welcomethe newcomersandaskthemto
help the Editor in the difficult task of managinga journal with very large numbersof article proposals After the great job he has
beendoing, JohnScottfinisheshis term at the endof 2010 We havenow anopencall for an Editorial team Pleasecheckthe call in
this newsletterandin our websiteand submityour candidacyif you fulfil the conditions Talking aboutthe newsletter,] am happy
to saythattheo r e v o IstartedbpShalvaWeil still continuesWe arelucky to counton her cooperation

Our SummerSchoolorganizedunder the title Academi@Vriting Workshoior PhD studentwvill take placein 19-23 July 2010in
Finland. We had a record number of participation proposalswhich madethe selectiona very hard task It wasonly possibleto
approvel0%of the candidate$ morethan 200proposalgfor 20 places!

In addition,| amglad to tell you that we havebeennourishingour cooperationwith Initiative for Sciencandthe EuropeariResearch
Councjldevelopedy previouspresidentGiovannaProcacciand afterwardsby Claire Wallace RepresentingeSA, | participatedin
ameetingat the endof May 2010in Barcelonaconvenedy Initiativefor Sciencandthe EuropeaiReseardBouncill wasgladto hear
from the recently appointedchair of the EuropearfReseardBouncijlHelga Novotny, a well-known Europeansociologist that 20% of
the ERC fundsare alreadyattributed to socialsciencesand humanities which representsa considerablgrowth. We were askedby
Helgato cooperatenith ERC,namelyconcerningethicalissuesFollowing this demandthe needfor ESAto havea Codeof Ethics
wasraisedin our last Executivemeeting

To finish, | want to draw your attention to next Conferencen Genéve Septembe2011 The theme SocialRelationsn Turbulent
Timeswill attemptto captureandanalysethe difficult momentsour societiesareliving through. We expectconferencelebateswill
challengesociology and sociologiststo redefineresearchagendasin order to answerthe questionsraised by these turbulent
societies Sociologists,at Europeanand at national levels, should also be able to contribute to the redefinition of public policy
agendasandto publicdiscussions
Yours,
AndliaTorres
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NATIONAL SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIONS

THE SPANISH FEDERATION OF SOCIOLOGY (FES)
http://www.fes -web.org/

Spanishsociology can be traced backto the secondhalf of nineteenthcentury. As early as 1898 one of the first European
Chairs of sociologywas establishedat the University of Madrid. Neverthelessuntil recently,the numberof sociologistsin

Spainwasneverlarge, evenduring the first half of the pastcentury. There wasa brilliant schoolbasedound the figure of the

liberal philosopherJoseOrtegay Gasset(18831955 that almostdisappearediuring the Francoregime (19391975, which

wasalwaysreluctantto accepisociology

Things startedto changeat the endof the Franco period with the creationof the first SociologyFaculty in Madrid in 1971

This was followed by many other departmentsof sociology in Barcelona,Granada,Bilbao and other Universities The

transition to democracymadesociologya fashionablegopic andthe numberof sociologistsstartedto grow continuously(more
than 10.000 studentspresently) Thus, during the seventiesand at the time of political transition to democracy several
regionalsociologyassociationemergedspontaneoushall over the country (first in Castile,thenin Aragon, Catalonia,Basque
Country and other regions), reflecting the highly decentralizednature of Spanishpolitics and society after Franca These
regional associationslater fusedin 1981 under the leadershipof ProfessorsloséCazorlaand SalvadorGiner (our two first

presidents)in what was labelledfor a while the Federationof SociologyAssociationsof the SpanishState (Federacionde
Asociacionede Sociologialel EstadoEspafo), andlater the FederaciorEspafiolade Sociologig FES)

FES is still mainly a federationof regional/ national associationgovering practically all the 17 ComunidadesAutonomas
(RegionalGovernments)of the SpanishState But in addition to theseregional members(membersA), academidnstitutions
such as Sociology Departmentsor Faculties (membersB), professionalresearchinstitutions (membersC), active working
groupsor researchcommittees(membersD), and finally, individual membersprovidedthat they havea sociologydegree are
alsoincluded Thus, directly or indirectly, FES has presently a total membershipof about 3.000 sociologistsfrom all over
Spain

FES is mainly an academidnstitution, oriented towards reachingand researchsince there is another institution oriented
towardssociologyasa professionthe llustre Colegiode Doctoresy Licenciadon CienciadPoliticasy Sociologia

FES hasbeenactivefor 30 yearsnow. We hadour first congressof Spanishsociologyin Madrid in 1980 (the so calledZero
Congresspndthe first formal onein 1981in Zaragoza,andsincethen,the congressedaverotatedall over Spain In addition,
we organizedthe Xl World Congressin Madrid in 1990 the VI Congressof the EuropeanSociologicalAssociationin
Alicantein 2004 andthe First ISA Forum of Sociologyin Barcelonain 2008 Of coursethe regional/ national associations
frequentlyhold their own congresses

The secondmain activity of the FES is publishingan academigournal, the RevistaEspafiolade SociologiaRES),since2001
Togetherwith the RevistaEspafiolade InvestigacionesSocioldgicagREIS) andthe Revistalnternacionalde Sociologia(RIS),
thesearethe three mostimportant Spanishsociologyreviews Amongthe membersof the editorial boardof the RES are Aaron
Cicourel(University of California,Berkeley)LucianoPellicani (Universita Internazionaledegli Studi Sociali Roma),Alejandro
Portes(PrincetonUniversity) andMichel Wieviorka (EcoledesHautesEtudesen Science$ocialesParig (You canseeearlier
issuesn http://www .fesweborg/publicaciones/res)).

Next July we will celebrate the Tenth Spanish Sociology Congress in Pamplona (Navarre), just before HezrBanfiesta
and a fortnight before the World Congress in Copenhagen.

The central topic of the Congress will be

Thirty Years of Spanish Social Change; Thirty Years of Spanish sociology
It will deal with how Spanish sociology has transformed society

and how society has transformed us.

The FES is a member of the European Sociological Association,
the International Sociological Association
Whose secretariat is |l ocated in Madg ) Y&+ Fac

For more information about the history of FES,
see a special issue GeksteEspanolaeSociologid, 2007

http://www.fes -web.org/publicaciones/res/sumarioJ07.php

Prof. Emilio Lamo de Espinosa, FESsident
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IN THE LIMELIGHT |

FOCUS ON PROF.S.N. EISENSTADT

In this exclusiventerview,which took placein ShmuelNoah
Ei s e n detusaldmotngusta s t o threwdawayfrom the
residencef anotherfamousoctogenarian,PresidentShimon
Peresp E u r cSpeca ro Edadog, $halvaleiltalkstol s r a e |
mostrenownedociologisabouthis life, histheoriesandtherole

of sociologtpday

The first part of this two-part interviewfocusesn issue®f

modernitysuropeandisrael

SW: Prof.Eisenstadf thank you very much for agreeing to the interview.
Youdve been

SNE: Yes, it would be fair to say that these two personalities have been

the major influences on my worKk.
premise about the differences between them, since Martin Buber was
very universalistic. It was from Buber that | got the great

i nf | udaooteRarsdns; Edmad®@hils ReberhMeltan,r s :
Morris Ginsberg and T.H. Marshall, to name but a few, yet it appears that there are two
dominant intellectual giants who influenced you the most: Max Weber, on the one hand,
and Martin Buber, your mentor, on the other. Would you agree with this, and if so, do yo
think that these two scholars represent two parts of your psy&tenuelNoah, the
universalist parallel to Weber, anlhmuelNoah, theparticularist parallel to Buber?

(@
(7

Howeve

encouragement for a universalistic, comparative, view. For instance,
literally the first class | had with him in Jerusalem 194Q we read a
Chinese text from Lag@ z Ud@bde Ching, and it was with him that we
studied classical Greek texts lintigone. | certainly would not say
that Buber was aarticularist He was a very broad universalist, with a
very strong emphasis on comparative things, and it was in this sense
that he was very close, though different, from Max Weber.

Although | knew, of course, about Weber before | met Buber, it was
through Buberds influence that
much better. Also, it is important to know that it was through Buber
that | was introduced to most modern anthropological theorists of the
time like Malinowski, Margaret Mead, and others, and also to the greaf
classicists of German sociologyot only Max Weber but also Georg
Simmeland others. So | would agree that Buber and Weber were the
two most influential intellectuals in my life, but they did not represent
different viewpoints, but were mutually complementary.

SW: Let us turn to one of your earliestbooks The Absorption of
Immigrants, which was published in 1954 quite soon after the
establishmenbf the Stateof Israelin 1948 This bookdealtwith the
integration of immigrants, which you called 6 ab s orTwbi o |}
decadeslater, you were criticized, often by Israeli scholars, for
dictating a paternalistic attitude towards immigrants. Many years
after, you coined the phrase mu | tmbderhitee$ a marvelous
heuristic tool to overcomethe problemsof postmodernity. Do you
think today that 6 mu | madernitie®$would havebeenusefulthen
to explain the integration of different people from different
backgroundsnto the hostsociety?

4 European Sociologisumme201Q issu@9

Professor Shmuel Noah Eisenstadtis a world-
renownedsociologist,who is alsoknown asthe 6 f a Dfliseaeli
s o c i otheodgsyode,i ofly @ giittiet® s o c i ofleropiras
andc i v i | i anda piooesrefthe comparativemethod He
wasborn in Warsawin 1923 He receivedhis Ph.D in sociologyat
the Hebrew University of Jerusalenunder Prof. Martin Buberin
1947 The following year, he carried out postdoctoral studiesat
the London Schoolof Economics Prof. Eisenstadtis Professor
Enferfudot TheYHebfwUHivR rSitp of J8rBdlemaRdd fhemiSert
of many academiesHe has held guest professorshipsat the
Universities of Chicago,Harvard, Zurich, Vienna,Bern, Stanford,
Heidelberg,and many other distinguisheduniversities and been
the recipientof honorary doctoraldegreedrom the Universitiesof
Tel Aviv, Warsaw, Helsinki, Harvard and Duke. He is the
recipientof the International BalzanPrize, Mclver Award of the
AmericanSociologicalAssociation,|srael Prize, Rothschild Prize
in SocialSciencesiMax Planck ResearchAward, Amalfi Prize for
Sociology and Social Sciences,EMET Prize for Sociology,
Holberg International Memorial Prize for scholarlywork in social
sciencesandmore

Besideghe outstandinglist of booksthat he hasauthored,somein

collaboration with the Weberian scholar Wolfgang Schluchter

three books have beenwritten in his honour. The conference
dComparingModernCi v i | i wasotganseds the Academy
of Sciencesand Humanitiesin Jerusalemand the International

Institute of Sociology, and the conference 0 Emp i
Globalization,H e g e m tookylécein Budapesbn the occasion
of his 80" birthday. Prof. Eisenstadt has published countless
scientificarticlesin sociologyjournals the world over, and edited
volumeswith colleaguesndpupils,In addition,he hasauthoreda
few dozenbooks,and written and editedat leastten bookssince
the beginningof the twenty first century.
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SN.E: Let meput it this way: thereis in Israel,asthereis in manyother modernsocietiesagreat pluralism of experiencef life andin
the interpretation of the premisesof the society Not all of them are fully-fledged patterns of multiple modernities but rather
continuously changing patterns So there is no doubt that on the one hand Israel representsone, or maybea few, illustrations of
multiple modernities but at the sametime it is differentfrom the multiple modernitiesof, say,India, or of Europe,andsoon.

SW:Y o u Sayimgthat onthe onehandlsrael representsamodel,or anillustration, of a societywith multiple modernitiesd

SNE: - manypluralistic interpretationsd

SW: - pluralistic frameworksto work out different,continuouslychangingpatterns on the other hand..

SNE On the other hand, it developsits own distinctive patterns, which are different from the multiple modernitiesof India, of
Europe..Onehasto bevery carefulabouthow oneusesthis term. | t avery niceexpressiona very usefulterm, but it hasto beused

very carefully,not to becomgust amundanecategory

SW: If you hadinventedthis expressiorearlier,anddevelopedhe ideaearlier,would thus haveovercomethe criticism that peoplehad
of your original book?

SNE: | agreethat in my original book | did pay attention, but certainly did not take into accountsufficiently, the traditions of
differentgroups | emphasizedt, but certainly not enough Also, | did not study enoughsomeof my youngercolleagueslid la
howthesetraditions were continuouslybeingreconstructedn Israel, just asthey arebeingreconstructedhe world over.
If youlook at Europetoday andthe situation of the Muslims within thesesocietiesyou seethat they do not constitute
traditional societiesbut rather modernframeworksin the varioustraditional components

continuouslybeingreconstructed \

SW: This modelof multiple modernitiesrings true for manyimmigrants,for examplethoseintegratedinto
Europe But whenwe haveimmigrantsin Israelwho hail from arural setting in Ethiopia,anddo not comefrom
acivilization which wasexactlyan Axial Age Civilization, to useyour phrase(andthat of Karl Jaspers)

andd i dshdivianifestation®f dnodernain the sensahat we know it ; doesthe multiple modernity modelfit
thoserealities?

SNE It does The EthiopianJewsandothers,arenow working in amodernsocietyin amodernframework
andthey acceptsomeof the basicpremiseghereofsuchaslegitimate,openpolitical activism,the possibility
of political participation (theyevenhaveoneMemberof ParliamentSW.), political criticism, and challenging official authority in
legitimate way. So,in many waysthey alreadyacceptmany of the premisesof modernity, but interpret themin differentways But
they aremodern

SW: A r e thasdpatterns,like political activismandchallengingauthoritiescontinuationsof previous traditional patterns?

SNE Well, suchpatternsare partially a continuationof old ones,but it is alsoa continual reconstructionthereof Let us take the
MoroccanJewsMimounaasan example On the eighth day of the Passoveffestival,the MoroccanandNorth African Jewscelebrate

the Mimounaiin Israel In North Africa, Mimouna entailedthe cooperationof local Muslims who sold the Jewswheat,and invited
themto picnicon their land. From the mid-196Gs, Moroccan Jewsin
Selected Publications - Isragl . .be.gan celeprating the Mimouna ~as
family picnicsin massgatheringswith asmanyas150000attending
Mimouna is now an official holiday in the Israeli calendar This
PoliticalSystemsf Empires TransactionPublishers1992 festival is one they knew from Morocco, but i t d@ss obviously
somethingnew; sinceit did not existin this way in the past,andi t 6 s
Power TrustandMeaningEssaym SociologicalheoryandAnalysis not just a continuation

, University of ChicagoPress ;1995

SW: Therefore, from your perspective,i t fiosan 0i nv eoft i o
t r a d ias Brio Hobsbawnput it, but a reconstructionof a new
modernity.

Japanes€ivilization A Comparativ¥iew, University of Chicago
Press1996

Paradoxe®f Democracyragility, Continuityand Change, John
HopkinsUniversity Press 1999

Fundamentalisi8ectarianismndRevolutionThe JacobiDimension| Japanese
of Modernity, CambridgeUniversity Press2000 o oy :

Civilization
WeiterswisValbruckWissé Die Vielfaltder Moderne Heidelberg
Max-WeberVorlesungen2000 /

Comparativ€ivilizationsand Multiple Modernities Leiden Brill ’ D .. R |~ csensracy § THE plorations
. in Jewish

AcademidPublishers2003 4 s R POLITICAL | istorical

Experience:

Explorationsin Jewish Historical ExperienceThe Civilizational
DimensiorBrill : Leiden/Boston 2004

SN. Eisenstadt JohannP. Arnason and Bjorn Wittrock (eds),
Axial Civilizations and World History , Koninklijke Brill NV,
Leiden,The Netherlands2005
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SNE It i s adpntinuationof atraditional pattern. | t afreconstitution of new modernpatternswhich reconstructsmany traditional
componentsThis is oneof the mostfascinatingfacetsof modernsociety,indeedin principle of any society

SW: In contrastto other peopley o u @ritten that fundamentalismis essentiallya modernphenomenonThis strikes me asa very
contemporarything to write. In asituationin which you write, elsewherethat o s o | i addirust areyhe ingredientsfor thoseprone
to adjustto socialc h a naareyducommenton the integration of Muslims, particularly in Europe?

SNE The problemwith solidarity andtrust is that you cannothavecontinuoussocialrelationswithout them, but at the sametime
they can be very limiting. They canlimit the extent and the scope,of your relations There is tension betweenthe particularist
elementof trust and solidarity, andthe possibility of its extension This is oneof the great challengegoday of Muslimsin Europeand
in many other places,indeedall over the world. Sometimes t sbiccessfulsometimesit fails. But i t abagysfull of tension Any
extension,any attempt at extending solidarity and trust, starting with the family and fanning outwards, is full of tension | am
thinking of the theoriesdevelopedy the great psycheanalystJohnBowlby (19071990 who wrote a book on Attachment
aboutthe crucial role of maternalattachmentbut alsoanotherbook on the psychologicakffectsof separationanxiety and
loss of the original attachment The tension betweenconcreteattachmentsis a given pattern of life and relations
andthe necessityof going beyondthe continualcomponent®f sociallife.

SW: 1 amconcernedaboutin-group solidarity, andtrust of the out-group, or relationswith its
membersin other words,what aboutthe tensionbetweenthe immigrantsandthe hostsociety?

SNE The problematiqués: canyou build new patternsof solidarity?
For instancethe very interesting controversyin the Stateschampionedy an \
important conservativescholar showsthrough a structural andcultural

analysishow mixed neighborhoodslestroytrust. However,thereis aresponséo him,
saying 0 Y o sometime they maydestroytrust, but they mayalsoslowly extend
the rangeof trust, Soasto continuouslybuild it u p. ©neofthe interestingexampledrom Israelin the
195 wasthe problemof settlementof differentethnicgroupsin the newly establishedtatein the
Lachisharea Herewe said 0 lydu makemixedagricultural settlementsjf everymoshavis mixed, it
will destroyitself. If you makeeachmoshawelatively homogenoushut makethemo s ha v 8 s
district heterogeneousjouwill createtrusta

SW: This relates,on a higher level,to the factthat modernizationrd o e smacdssariljeadto
homogeneitySo,a r ewe théreforewitnessingthe fragmentationof Europetoday?

SNE We are witnessing a transformation of Europe, which includesa fragmentationof the old, and attempts at establishingnew
networks Theseare newmodes Someof theseare successfulothersarefailures

SW: What do you think of the concepiof chybridity 6in this context?ls it usefuf

SNE Yesandno. On the onehand,i tafusefulconceptButi tndts new concept Hybridity meansmultiplicity of contents,but it
doesnot tell you aboutthe constitutionalborders,or boundariesHybridity doesnot in itself createfirm boundarieslt may,it maynot.
In Israel, the ultra-Orthodox are very hybrid. Someuse the internet and watch television, others d o n $omeare dressedquite
6 mo d.Butthifd o e sel ybuif they areopenor liberal in their constitutionalboundaries

SW: You yourselfhaveawider view: of empiresof civilizations
SNE Neverthelesspboundariesare constantly changingand being reconstituted There canbe no socialformationswithout borders
andthe conceptof hybridity d o e satduntfor this. Boundariesarevery important. They changethey are continually reconstituted |

havenot yet seenany socialformationwithout boundariesMaybethey will appearoneday...

SW: At the ageof 86, | want you to look back,andlet meknow how you view the trends over the pastdecadeshoth in sociologyand
in the world; | wantto askif the world hasactedrationally, accordingto you, sincethe SecondVorld War?

SNE Sociologyhasbecomevery diversifiedandcertainly very strong to the world, , it lacksstrongerimpactwith respectto different
modernrational activities,not just onerationality.
Theserationalitiesarevery oftencompeting not everythingthatl d o dil& tsirrational.

SW: And whenit comesto morality, arethere still competingmoralities,or is there oneabsolutemorality?

SNE Let meputit this way: thereis atensionbetweenputting emphasion seeminglyoneover-archinguniversalmorality, on the one
hand, and different interpretations of sucha universalmorality. So Muslims will tell you, they havea universalmorality; but it is
differentfrom Christian morality, beit seculamorality, or whatever There is moreandmore dialoguebetweenmoralities,but thereis
no oneover-archingmorality.

SW: And what s the role of the sociologistin all this?
SNE To makesenseofit all, to analyzeto understandio presentan analysissothat it canenrichthe publicdiscussionSociologywill

not solvethe problem,but it canenrichthe discussion

The secongart of this interviewwill appeain the nextissueof
OEur ofean olandg wils tconcentrateon empires,
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ference in. Geneva. -
September 20071 1

The 1 0 conferencef the ESAwill take place =y Ly |
in Genevathe international centre of Europe, ‘ ==
in September .2 0 Thek international mission
in Genevawasconfirmedafter the First World
War, when it was chosenas the headquarters
of the Leagueof Nations,the predecessoof
the United Nations Today, several other
international organizationshave madeGeneva
their headquartersincluding the International
Labour Organization ( ILO ) , the General
Agreementon Tariffs and Trade ( GATT), the
World Health Organization ( WHO ) The
European Organization for Nuclear Research
(CERN)andthe World Councilof Churches

Geneva'slakefront with beautiful flowerbeds,
swans and ducks, and elegant residencesis
famousThe Jetd 6 espoutsacolumnof lake
water ashigh as450feetin the air; on a clearday you canseethe Mont-Blanc Crossingthe Mont-
Blancbridge, is the Jardinanglaiswith the flower clock,areflectionof G e n e preoécapatiorwith
watch-making, and the National Monument which commemoratesGenevajoining the rest of
Switzerlandin 1815 There areover 40 museumsn Geneva

(= |

The ESA conferencesessionswill be held in the University of Geneva, one of the oldest
universitiesin Europe Establishedin 1 5 5 By JeanCalvin, the University of Genevahas
continuedto grow; it is the secondargestuniversity in Switzerlandandis a publicinstitution of
the Republicand Cantonof Genevalt pursuesthree missions teaching,researchandserviceto
the wider community. i

One of the most famous social scientists at the
University of GenevawasJeanPiaget(18961980),
who was Professor of sociology between 1939
1951 Professor of Experimental Psychology
between1940-1971and Emeritus Professorof the
University of Genevabetweenl971-1980Q

The themeof the 10" ESA conferenceés Social Relations in Turbulent Times.

In thewakeof the'creditcrunch'theworstfinancialcrisisn moderrhistorytheeconomgysternasbeen
shakero its core An insecuruturefaceshenextgeneratioasit strivedo copevith thecomplexitiesf
an ageingpopulationn an earwheneconomigrowthwill beconstrainedy bothunprecedentésdcal
deficitsand moral pressures environmentaictivism The tremorscanbefelt on politicallandscapes
acrosthecontinerdsnewconfiguratioandalliancearebornandestablishgumacticesrumble

In this unusuakontextsocialrelationsare markedby uncertaintyand pessimisnirearsare stokedy
pervasiveeferencés "external'threatgposethyimmigrationandinternaldangersssociatealith high
ratesof unemploymeanddegradatiof publicserviceand moralsHow wefaceupto thechallenges
posedby theturbulencand unpredictabilitgf our timesis thekeydilemmaacingcontemporaigocial
analyst'heESA invitesscholar® convenie Genevio debatéhepressinguestionsf theday
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RESEARCH NETWORKS: NEW POLICY

By Thomas &berle- Chair RN Committee

Within ESA there exist two organizationalorlds On the one hand,the world of the Executive
Committee that is composedof the Presidentand 15 membersfrom 12 different European
countries,as well asthe presidentof the National AssociationsCouncil and the Editor of the
Europearsociologisit is organizedin eight committeesandassistedy the ESA SecretaryOn the
other hand,thereis the world of 33 ResearciNetworks that areorganizedaroundathematicarea
and operate on their own. It is not easyto link the interests of the Executive Committee
(henceforthExeC) andthoseof the RNs andto tie themcloselytogether.

Y,

Thomas EberleChair RN Committee

The RNsarethebackbonef ESA andthe ExeCis thereforedeterminedto cultivate this relationship An important step forward was
the establishmenof the RN Councilin 2008that meetswith the ExeC faceto-faceat eachESA Conferenceo discussall kinds of
issues Other stepswere the improvementof communicationwith the coordinatorsduring the year and the increaseof financial
supportfor midterm conferencesA further stepis the refinementof organizationalstructuresand procedureswhichis in the making
After a consultationwith the RN Coordinatorsstarting in autumn2008 the ExeC hastakena numberof decisionan May 2009and
discussedhemagainwith the Coordinatorsat the RN CouncilMeetingin Lisbonin Septembe2009

A crucial structural changeis that we will introducdormalmembershtp RNsstarting in 201Q This measurewill createtransparency
abouthow many ESA membersare in eachRN. It is not fair that a RN which hasonly a few ESA membersgets the samefinancial
supportfor a midterm conferencendthe sameamountof spaceat an ESA conferenceasa RN that hasseveralhundredmembersvho

pay fees This will not prevent RNs from using large mailing lists and from including non-ESA-membersat their conferences
However,from now on, the RNs will haveanincentiveto haveESA membersn goodstanding To keepthe statusof an ESARN, a

researcmetwork musthavea minimum of 25 ESAmembersA membershign a RN will cost10 Eurosfor two years The full amount
of membershipfeesgoesdirectly to the RNs and is transferredtogether with the midterm conferenceunding (to reducetransfer
costs) The amountis smallenoughthat ESA memberscanbecomenembersof morethan onenetwork.

We alsoinvite the RNs torethinktheirformalstructureThe guidelinesof 2004 saidthat no coordinatorshouldstay morethan 2-4 years
in office Many RNs howeverfailedto rejuvenateandsuddenlytheir activitiesdecreasedgignificantly. We thereforesuggestthat each
RN createsa boardwith memberdrom manydifferentcountries,who representhe link to the sociologistsin their country. A number
of RNs electa chair and a vice-chair. The chair servestwo yearsand the vice-chair servesas the next chair. This givesthe RN
activities somecontinuity, keepsthe experienceon board and ensuresa turnover. The board should be continuouslybolsteredby
youngersociologistsvho canbecoméuture chairs

A new initiative is that we attemptto systematicaliptegratehe RNsin theprocessf planningthenextESA Conferen@011in Geneva
This time the RNs will not only organizetheir sessiondasedn acall for papersof their own, but the topicsof the semiplenarieswill
alsodedicatedo the thematicareasof the RNs. All the coordinatorshavebeeninvited to write a brief outline aboutthe conference
themeSaocial relations in turbulent times from their perspectivewhich topicsthey suggestand which semiplenary speakerghey
propose Of course,the programmecommitteewill not be ableto take up all the suggestionsirom 33 RNs, but it will considerthe
proposalsvery seriouslyandevaluatethem carefully.

The factthat the 9" ESA Conferencen Lisbonwashighly profitable allowedthe ExeCto grantthehighesfundingto RNsin theESA's
history 21 midterm conferencefave beenplanned(somehavealreadytaken place),somewith 30-50 participants,and others with

severahundredsandall of themweresupportedby agrant of 1,500 Euros The callsfor papersto theseconferencesverepublishedin

the electronic ESA bulletin and also on the ESA website In the processof handling funding applications,we detectedthat

communicatiorcanbecomemucheasierand more efficientwhenusing formswith specificquestions We havedevisedsometemplates
now that will makefuture funding applicationsand reports much easierto handle,for RNs aswell asfor the RN Committee The

guidelinesfor RNs that are publishedon the webwerealsoupdated

Sincethe Lisbon conferenceRN26 was successfullyevampedwith the enlargednameSociologpf SocialPolicyand SocialWelfare,
RN28 Sociologgf Sportds beingrevampedoo, and RN17 IndustrialRelationsvas successfullycontinuedafter the untimely deathof
its coordinator (seeObituary in this Newslette). Let me closewith a warm thank-you to all the colleaguesvho are investing time
andenergyinto RN activitiesd we wish you inspiring events stimulating intellectual debatesgreat encounterandmuchfun!
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RESEARCH NETWORKS: HOW DO THEY WORK?

In the third article in this serfegropean Sociologisttakes an inside look at
Research Network7an the Sociology of Culture to discover how it functi

RN7 on Sociology of Culture was foundedin September2005 at the 7"-ESA Conferencen Torun (Poland) The main aim of the
network is to provide a forum for discussiorand exchangeor sociologistsof culture who are either basedn Europeor whoseresearch
is devotedto oneor moreaspectofo ¢ u | i Biu rea o addition,the network may alsoact asa Europeanforum for the exchangeof
teachingexperiencesn the field of sociologyof culture. Last but not least,the network wantsto be an intellectual spacein which the
differenttrendsthat nowadayge-articulateE u r o qukufalddentity canbediscussedrom a sociologicapoint of view. See

http ://www _.europeansociology.org/index .php?option=com_content&task=view&id= 25&ltemid= 29

Sincethe inception of the RN, all conference®rganizedwere a great successThe first Midterm Conferencevas held in Ghent in

November2006andit had morethan 150 participantsfrom many countries In 2008the Midterm Conferencavasorganizedin Venice
jointly with the ESARN on Sociologyof the Arts: there weremorethan 350 applications pf which 220 wereacceptedor presentation
In Lisbon at the 9" Conferenceof the ESA, the RN organized24 sessionsvith 110 presentationsand in addition two of our board
members(Mark Jacobsand Anna Lisa Tota) organizeda ResearchStreamon 6 Me moQuliure, and PublicDi s ¢ o with sight
sessiongind48 presentations

In addition,the RN, in cooperationwith the researchnetworks Sociologyof Arts and Qualitative Methods,organizedits first doctoral
schoolo A r g withregjdencen studying culture & the a r tingh& form of a studentminiconferencewhich took placejust beforethe
gth ESA Conferencen Lisbon This project wasvery important for the RN andit will be continuedin the future, asit representsan
intellectual spacefor the young generationsof Europeansociologistswho havethe possibility to meet,andto exchangenewideasand
professionaandintellectualopportunities

As of 1%t August 2009 the RN publishes a Newsletter 0 Cul t Bmr @d e sditeds dy Mark D. Jacobs See
http://www_.europeansociologgrg/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id208&Itemid=167

The secondssuewill bepublishedafterthe Midterm Conferenceandit will focuson somethemesraisedthere

The next Midterm Conferenced C u | dndthre 8aking of Wo r | wilisbéheld at the BocconiUniversity in Milan (October7-9, 2010).
The conferenceaimsto explore the role of culture as a mediumfor building 0 w o rdl Gliltures will be analyzedin terms of their
capacityto help shapethe pastsand futures of contemporarysocieties The conferencewill be characterizedby an emphasison
interdisciplinary,to includecontributionsfrom economicspolitical and managemenscienceanthropology,and cultural studies aswell
associologyperse The keynotespeakerswill be Diane Crane(University of PennsylvanialUSA), BarbaraCzarniawskaUniversity of
Gothenburg, Sweden) Vijayendra Rao (DevelopmentResearchGroup at World Bank), and Andreas Reckwitz EuropaUniversitét
Viadrinain Frankfurt/Oder. The conferencewill be attendedby scholarsfrom all over Europeandthe United States We havealready
receivedmorethan 270abstracts The conferencevill be comprisecf about50 sessionstelatedto three mainthemes

1)How culture matters,relatedto the activenatureof culturesandtheir capacityto becomean important resourcefor conflict
resolution,andto shapethe publicknowledgeof the pastandthe public expectationdor the future.

2)How the culture systemchangesyelated to the important transformationswe are witnessingin contemporarysocieties,,
which affectthe waysin which cultural artefactscanbeproducedandcanacquiretheir own meaningsandvalues

3)Culture , spaceandtime, relatedto the articulation of the spaceand the time, typical of contemporarysocietyandto the
comparisoramongdifferentconceptionof time andspacen differentcultures

During the conferenceherewill bea speciapaneldedicatedo the memoryof
Richard Petersonandto the importanceof his work, that hasdeeplyaffected
both Americanand Europeansociologyof culture. The chair of the panelwill
beVeraZolbergandthe panellists Mark JacobsTia DeNora RudiLaermans
and Koen van Eijck. Moreover, as the Midterm Conferencewill be held in
Italy, the ResearciNetwork on Sociologyof Culture hasworked jointly with
the Italian Sociological Association The result is that the Research
Committee dProcessi e lIstituzioni Culturalié of the Italian Sociological
Association will organize three sessionson sociability, media and visual
cultures In order to further developthe relation with Russiansociologists,
the Moscow Schoolof Socialand EconomicSciencewill organizea special
sessionon Russiansociologyof culture. In addition, in order to continuethe
project of the Doctoral Schooltwo membersof our board (Mark Jacobsand
Dick Houtman) will organized Cu | atthe fer o n & specialdessionfor
PhD. students For any other information on the conferencepleasevisit the
websitehttp://www .esaculturebocco@D1Qorg

Anna Lisalota
Chair of the ESA RN on Sociology of Culture
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oth Conference of ESAJ Lisbon, Portugal, September 2009

HelenaCarreirasChair of the Local Organizing Commitigega

The 9th Conference of the European Sociological Association was héldhoabetween
2and5of Septembe009 The topic of the Conference
Societies? raising the central issue of whether there is convergence or divergence betwee
regions in the European area. A particular focus of the Conference was on role of sociolog
in helping to understand the European area and how sociologists from different countries
and different tradition can work together to meet this challenge.

Eur opescé

4

The Conferencewas locally organized by a consortium
including three Portuguese university and research
institutions & the Department of Sociology of ISCTE-
Lisboa University Institute (the leading institution of the
consortium), the Human and Social SciencesSchool of
the New University of