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ESA Conference in Geneva

The European Sociological Association is

organizing its next conferencein Genevafrom

7-10th September,2011.

Preliminarydetailsinsidethis newsletter

World Congress of the International 

Sociological Association (ISA) 

The European Sociological Association is

organizing a round-table on "Research in

Europe: the Stateof Art" on Friday, July 16th,

2010at 8 pm (Location: HANDELS, B23, The

School of Business,Economicsand Law) in

Gothenburg (Sweden). Speakersinclude ESA

PresidentAnália Torres(Portugal) and Goeran

Therborn(Sweden).

Sociologicalresearchin Europeis becomingmore

and more diffused,particularly as a result of

the European Union Framework Programs.

Theoreticaland methodologicalproblemsarise

fromempiricalinvestigations. Therealproblemis

how to combinedifferentapproaches,which deal

with diversesituationsand producemultifaceted

indicators.

In an era of socialturbulenceand economicuncertainty in Europe,

sociologists have even more to contribute, not only to other

academics,but alsoto thegeneralpublic.

This issuecontainsdetailsof the forthcoming conferencein Geneva

in September2011, information on the ESA's new policy on the

ResearchNetworks which represent the backboneof the ESA, a

focus on a large national association and how it works, an

interesting pieceon teachingaboutEuropein RussianUniversities,

detailsof the summerschoolin Finland,andmore. We alsopresent

anexclusiveinterview with agreatsociologistof our times: this time

the limelight is on S.N. Eisenstadtand his conceptof "multiple

modernities".

As an e-newsletter, EUROPEAN SOCIOLOGIST is both

environmentallyfriendly andòinstantó. It is sentout digitally twice

to ESA membersat an interval of a weekin order to enableyou to

spendtime reading its contentsand printing out the pages,as you

wish.

This is the third issue of EUROPEAN

SOCIOLOGIST, the newsletter of the

EuropeanSociologicalAssociation(ESA),in

its newformat. I ampleasedto statethat the

newsletterhasemergedas a major channel

of communication for sociologists in

Europe.

The newsletter has benefited from feedback from

readersin the past. I urgeyou to commenton this issue

so that we can march forward with relevant news for

Europeansociologists. If you haveany suggestionsor

criticisms, pleasedo not hesitate to contact me at:

msshalva@mscc.huji.ac.il

EUROPEAN SOCIOLOGISTis availableonlineat:

http://www .europeansociology.org/index.php?option=

com_content&task=blogcategory&id=17&Itemid=95%

0D

Pastissuesarealsoavailableat this link.

HappyReading!

ShalvaWeil
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This achievementwasonly possibledueto a joint effort andto the strategiestracedby previouspresidentsandexecutivesaswell

as the local organising committee. I thank them, and promise to pursueand reinforce theseaims. Nevertheless,being only a

stronger or bigger associationdoesnot satisfyus. We want it to bea scientificreference,a forum for the productionof knowledge

anddebate,recognisedby sociologistsall overEuropeandabroad,aswell asby larger audiences.

Last conferenceõsachievementsmay meansomepressurefor our next LOC in Genève. But it may also representa challengeto

exceedwhat hasbeendoneuntil now and,at the sametime, improvewhat did not go sowell in Lisboa.

Serving on the Executive since 2005, I have been witness to improvementsin our activities in several directions. On the

organizational level, we now have closer links with ResearchNetworks. Consulting, exchanging views, receiving inputs is

becomingeasiersincewe establishedthe ResearchNetwork Council that had its last meetingat LisboaõsConference. Deepening

thesecloseconnectionsis on our agenda,andwill bridge the gap felt by RNs in the past. The RNs arebeing consultedsincethe

outsetof preparationsfor the conferencein Genèveandweexpectthemto participatevery activelyin the wholeprocess.

Assuringa better functioningof the Councilof the NationalAssociations'representativesis alsoa target, which will allow stronger

links with nationalassociationsthat have,by statute,sucha crucial role in ESAõslife. A newmeetingwith the nationalassociations

is alreadyscheduledfor 28 October2010, chairedby RobertoCipriani, our NationalAssociationsõCouncilrepresentative. We hope

to ensureactiveparticipationandto debatecrucial topicsfor sociologyin our societies.

ESAõsJournal, EuropeanSocieties, through the impulse of previous editor, Claire Wallace and lately John Scott, is now an

establishedtitle in sociologicalscientific community in Europe and abroad,with rising impact and a very high number of

downloadedarticlesõ. I invite everybodyto participatein JohnScottõslatest creationðthe EuropeanSocietiesõDiscussionForum-

whereselectedtopicsareopenlydebated. The Editorial Boardwasrecentlyrenewed. We welcomethe newcomersandaskthemto

help the Editor in the difficult task of managinga journal with very large numbersof article proposals. After the great job he has

beendoing,JohnScott finisheshis term at the endof 2010. We havenow anopencall for anEditorial team. Pleasecheckthe call in

this newsletterandin our websiteandsubmityour candidacy,if you fulfil the conditions. Talking aboutthe newsletter,I amhappy

to saythat theòrevolutionóstartedby ShalvaWeil still continues. We arelucky to counton her cooperation.

Our SummerSchoolorganizedunder the title AcademicWriting Workshopfor PhD studentswill take placein 19-23 July 2010 in

Finland. We had a record numberof participation proposals,which madethe selectiona very hard task. It was only possibleto

approve10%of the candidatesðmorethan 200proposalsfor 20places!

In addition,I amglad to tell you that we havebeennourishingour cooperationwith Initiativefor Scienceandthe EuropeanResearch

Council, developedby previouspresidentGiovannaProcacciandafterwardsby ClaireWallace. RepresentingESA,I participatedin

ameetingat the endof May 2010in Barcelonaconvenedby Initiativefor Scienceandthe EuropeanResearchCouncil. I wasglad to hear

from the recentlyappointedchair of the EuropeanResearchCouncil, HelgaNovotny, a well-known Europeansociologist,that 20%of

the ERC fundsarealreadyattributed to socialsciencesandhumanities,which representsa considerablegrowth. We wereaskedby

Helga to cooperatewith ERC,namelyconcerningethicalissues. Following this demand,the needfor ESA to havea Codeof Ethics

wasraisedin our last Executivemeeting.

To finish, I want to draw your attention to next Conferencein Genève,September2011. The themeSocialRelationsin Turbulent

Timeswill attempt to captureandanalysethe difficult momentsour societiesareliving through. We expectconferencedebateswill

challengesociology and sociologiststo redefineresearchagendasin order to answer the questionsraised by these turbulent

societies. Sociologists,at Europeanand at national levels,should also be able to contribute to the redefinition of public policy

agendasandto publicdiscussions.

Yours,

AnáliaTorres

DearESAMembers,

In my first addressasPresident,I want to thank everybodyfor the strong supportreceived

in the last elections. I am very glad to beableto serveon the ESA and I am surethat the

taskwill only befully achievedwith your continuoussupportfor ESAõsactivities.

LisboaõsConferenceconstituted a big success. We doubledour membershipand had the

best attended conferenceever (more than 2,500 persons). The feedbackreceivedfrom

plenary,semiplenary,researchnetworks,researchstreamorganisersandother committees

was tremendouslypositive: scientific debateswere intenseand interesting; somesessions

had so many attendantsthat the roomswere too small to accommodateeveryone. We are

becomingavery lively andvibrant association.



THE SPANISH FEDERATION OF SOCIOLOGY (FES)
http://www.fes -web.org/

Spanishsociologycan be tracedback to the secondhalf of nineteenthcentury. As early as 1898, one of the first European

Chairs of sociologywas establishedat the University of Madrid. Nevertheless,until recently, the numberof sociologistsin

Spainwasneverlarge,evenduring the first half of the pastcentury. There wasa brilliant schoolbasedround the figure of the

liberal philosopherJoseOrtega y Gasset(1883-1955) that almostdisappearedduring the Franco regime(1939-1975), which

wasalwaysreluctant to acceptsociology.

Things started to changeat the endof the Francoperiodwith the creationof the first SociologyFaculty in Madrid in 1971.

This was followed by many other departmentsof sociology in Barcelona,Granada,Bilbao and other Universities. The

transition to democracymadesociologya fashionabletopic andthe numberof sociologistsstartedto grow continuously(more

than 10.000 studentspresently). Thus, during the seventies,and at the time of political transition to democracy,several

regionalsociologyassociationsemergedspontaneouslyall over the country (first in Castile,then in Aragon,Catalonia,Basque

Country and other regions),reflecting the highly decentralizednature of Spanishpolitics and societyafter Franco. These

regional associationslater fusedin 1981under the leadershipof ProfessorsJoséCazorlaand SalvadorGiner (our two first

presidents)in what was labelledfor a while the Federationof SociologyAssociationsof the SpanishState (Federaciónde

AsociacionesdeSociologíadelEstadoEspañol), andlater the FederacionEspañoladeSociología(FES).

FES is still mainly a federationof regional / national associationscovering practically all the 17 ComunidadesAutonomas

(RegionalGovernments)of the SpanishState. But in addition to theseregionalmembers(membersA), academicinstitutions

such as SociologyDepartmentsor Faculties (membersB), professionalresearchinstitutions (membersC), active working

groupsor researchcommittees(membersD), and finally, individual membersprovidedthat they havea sociologydegree,are

also included. Thus, directly or indirectly, FES haspresently a total membershipof about 3.000 sociologistsfrom all over

Spain.

FES is mainly an academicinstitution, oriented towards reachingand researchsince there is another institution oriented

towardssociologyasaprofession,the Ilustre ColegiodeDoctoresy LicenciadosenCienciasPolíticasy Sociología.

FES hasbeenactivefor 30 yearsnow. We hadour first congressof Spanishsociologyin Madrid in 1980(the socalledZero

Congress)andthe first formalonein 1981in Zaragoza,andsincethen,the congresseshaverotatedall over Spain. In addition,

we organizedthe XII World Congressin Madrid in 1990, the VI Congressof the EuropeanSociologicalAssociationin

Alicante in 2004, and the First ISA Forum of Sociologyin Barcelonain 2008. Of coursethe regional / national associations

frequentlyhold their own congresses.

The secondmainactivity of the FES is publishingan academicjournal, the RevistaEspañoladeSociología(RES),since2001.

Together with the RevistaEspañoladeInvestigacionesSociológicas(REIS) andthe RevistaInternacionaldeSociologia(RIS),

thesearethe threemost important Spanishsociologyreviews. Amongthe membersof the editorial boardof the RESareAaron

Cicourel(University of California,Berkeley),LucianoPellicani(Universitá Internazionaledegli StudiSociali, Roma),Alejandro

Portes(PrincetonUniversity) andMichel Wieviorka (EcoledesHautesEtudesenSciencesSociales, París) (You canseeearlier

issuesin http://www .fes-web.org/publicaciones/res/).

Next July we will celebrate the Tenth Spanish Sociology Congress in Pamplona (Navarre), just before the San Fermínfiesta 

and a fortnight before the World Congress in Copenhagen.

The central topic of the Congress will be

Thirty Years of Spanish Social Change; Thirty Years of Spanish sociology

It will deal with how Spanish sociology has transformed society

and how society has transformed us.

The FES is a member of the European Sociological Association,

the International Sociological Association

(whose secretariat is located in Madridõs Sociology Faculty), and active in RESU. 

For more information about the history of FES,

see a special issue of the RevistaEspañolade Sociología7, 2007:

http://www.fes -web.org/publicaciones/res/sumarios/007.php
Prof. Emilio Lamo de Espinosa,  FES President
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FOCUS ON PROF.  S.N. EISENSTADT

In this exclusiveinterview,which took placein ShmuelNoah

EisenstadtõsJerusalemhomejust a stoneõsthrow awayfrom the

residenceof anotherfamousoctogenarian,PresidentShimon

Peres,òEuropeanSociologistóEditor,ShalvaWeil talkstoIsraelõs

mostrenownedsociologistabouthis life, his theories,andtherole

of sociologytoday.

The first part of this two-part interviewfocuseson issuesof

modernity,EuropeandIsrael.
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Professor Shmuel Noah Eisenstadt is a world-

renownedsociologist,who is alsoknown as the òfatherof Israeli

sociologyó,the òsociologistof youthó,the òsociologistof empires

andcivilizationsó,and a pioneerof the comparativemethod. He

wasborn in Warsawin 1923. He receivedhis Ph.D in sociologyat

the HebrewUniversity of Jerusalemunder Prof. Martin Buber in

1947. The following year,he carriedout post-doctoral studiesat

the London Schoolof Economics. Prof. Eisenstadt is Professor

Emeritus of The HebrewUniversity of Jerusalem,anda member

of many academies. He has held guest professorshipsat the

Universitiesof Chicago,Harvard,Zurich, Vienna,Bern,Stanford,

Heidelberg,and many other distinguisheduniversities, and been

the recipientof honorarydoctoraldegreesfrom the Universitiesof

Tel Aviv, Warsaw, Helsinki, Harvard and Duke. He is the

recipientof the International BalzanPrize, McIver Award of the

AmericanSociologicalAssociation,Israel Prize, RothschildPrize

in SocialSciences,Max PlanckResearchAward, Amalfi Prize for

Sociology and Social Sciences,EMET Prize for Sociology,

Holberg International Memorial Prize for scholarlywork in social

sciences,andmore.

Besidesthe outstandinglist of booksthat hehasauthored,somein

collaboration with the Weberian scholar Wolfgang Schluchter,

three books have been written in his honour. The conference

òComparingModernCivilizationsówasorganisedby the Academy

of Sciencesand Humanities in Jerusalemand the International

Institute of Sociology, and the conference òEmpires,

Globalization,Hegemonyótook placein Budapeston the occasion

of his 80th birthday. Prof. Eisenstadt has published countless

scientificarticles in sociologyjournals the world over,andedited

volumeswith colleaguesandpupils,In addition,hehasauthoreda

few dozenbooks,and written andeditedat least ten bookssince

thebeginningof the twenty first century.

SW: Prof. Eisenstadt, thank you very much for agreeing to the interview. 

Youõve been influenced by many scholars: Talcott Parsons, Edward Shils, Robert Merton, 

Morris Ginsberg and T.H. Marshall, to name but a few, yet it appears that there are two 

dominant intellectual giants who influenced you the most: Max Weber, on the one hand, 

and Martin Buber, your mentor, on the other. Would you agree with this, and if so, do you 

think that these two scholars represent two parts of your psyche: ShmuelNoah, the 

universalist parallel to Weber, and ShmuelNoah, the particularist parallel to Buber?

SNE: Yes, it would be fair to say that these two personalities have been 

the major influences on my work. However, I canõt agree with the 

premise about the differences between them, since Martin Buber was 

very universalistic. It was from Buber that I got the great 

encouragement for a universalistic, comparative, view. For instance, 

literally the first class I had with him in Jerusalem in 1940, we read a 

Chinese text from Lao-tzuõsTao Te Ching, and it was with him that we 

studied classical Greek texts like Antigone. I certainly would not say 

that Buber was a particularist. He was a very broad universalist, with a 

very strong emphasis on comparative things, and it was in this sense 

that he was very close, though different, from Max Weber. 

Although I knew, of course, about Weber before I met Buber, it was 

through Buberõs influence that I really understood and studied Weber 

much better. Also, it is important to know that it was through Buber 

that I was introduced to most modern anthropological theorists of the 

time like Malinowski, Margaret Mead, and others, and also to the great 

classicists of German sociology - not only Max Weber but also Georg 

Simmeland others. So I would agree that Buber and Weber were the 

two most influential intellectuals in my life, but they did not represent 

different viewpoints, but were mutually complementary.

SW: Let us turn to one of your earliest books The Absorption of

Immigrants, which was published in 1954 quite soon after the

establishmentof the Stateof Israel in 1948. This bookdealtwith the

integration of immigrants, which you called ôabsorptionõ. Two

decadeslater, you were criticized, often by Israeli scholars, for

dictating a paternalistic attitude towards immigrants. Many years

after, you coined the phraseômultiplemodernitiesõ,a marvelous

heuristic tool to overcomethe problemsof post-modernity. Do you

think today that ômultiplemodernitiesõwould havebeenusefulthen

to explain the integration of different people from different

backgroundsinto the hostsociety?
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Selected Publications :

PoliticalSystemsofEmpires, TransactionPublishers,1992

Power,TrustandMeaning: Essaysin SociologicalTheoryandAnalysis

, University of ChicagoPress,1995

JapaneseCivilization: A ComparativeView , University of Chicago

Press,1996

Paradoxesof Democracy: Fragility, Continuityand Change, John

HopkinsUniversity Press,1999

Fundamentalism,SectarianismandRevolution: TheJacobinDimension

ofModernity, CambridgeUniversity Press,2000

WeiterswistValbruckWissðDie Vielfalt derModerne, Heidelberg:

Max-WeberVorlesungen,2000

ComparativeCivilizationsand Multiple Modernities, Leiden: Brill

AcademicPublishers,2003

Explorationsin Jewish Historical Experience: The Civilizational

Dimension. Brill : Leiden/Boston. 2004

S.N. Eisenstadt, JohannP. Arnason and Bjorn Wittrock (eds.),

Axial Civilizations and World History , Koninklijke Brill NV,

Leiden,The Netherlands,2005

S.N.E: Let meput it this way: thereis in Israel,asthereis in manyother modernsocieties,agreat pluralismof experienceof life andin

the interpretation of the premisesof the society. Not all of them are fully-fledged patterns of multiple modernities but rather

continuouslychangingpatterns. So there is no doubt that on the one hand Israel representsone,or maybea few, illustrations of

multiple modernities; but at the sametime it is different from the multiple modernitiesof,say,India, or of Europe,andsoon.

SW:Youõresayingthat on the onehandIsrael representsamodel,or anillustration, of a societywith multiple modernitiesð

SNE: - manypluralistic interpretationsð

SW: - pluralistic frameworksto work out different,continuouslychangingpatterns; on the other hand...

SNE: On the other hand, it developsits own distinctive patterns, which are different from the multiple modernitiesof India, of

Europe...Onehasto bevery carefulabouthow oneusesthis term.Itõsa very niceexpression,a very usefulterm, but it hasto beused

very carefully,not to becomejust amundanecategory.

SW: If you hadinventedthis expressionearlier,anddevelopedthe ideaearlier,would thus haveovercomethe criticism that peoplehad

of your original book?

SNE: I agreethat in my original book I did pay attention, but certainly did not take into accountsufficiently, the traditions of

differentgroups. I emphasizedit, but certainly not enough. Also, I did not study enough-someof my youngercolleaguesdid later on

how thesetraditions werecontinuouslybeingreconstructedin Israel, just asthey arebeingreconstructedthe world over.

If you look at Europetodayandthe situationof the Muslimswithin thesesocieties,youseethat they do not constitute

traditional societies,but rather modernframeworksin the varioustraditional components

continuouslybeingreconstructed.

SW: This modelof multiple modernitiesrings true for manyimmigrants,for examplethoseintegratedinto

Europe. But whenwehaveimmigrantsin Israelwho hail from arural setting in Ethiopia,anddo not comefrom

acivilization which wasexactlyanAxial AgeCivilization, to useyour phrase(andthat of Karl Jaspers)

anddidnõtshowmanifestationsofòmodernaóin the sensethat weknow it ; doesthe multiple modernitymodelfit

thoserealities?

SNE: It does. The EthiopianJews,andothers,arenow working in amodernsocietyin a modernframework

andthey acceptsomeof the basicpremisesthereofsuchaslegitimate,openpolitical activism,the possibility

of political participation (theyevenhaveoneMemberof Parliament-S.W.), political criticism, and challenging official authority in

legitimate way. So,in manywaysthey alreadyacceptmanyof the premisesof modernity,but interpret them in different ways. But

they aremodern.

SW:Arenõtthesepatterns,like political activismandchallengingauthoritiescontinuationsof previous,traditional patterns?

SNE: Well, suchpatternsare partially a continuationof old ones,but it is alsoa continual reconstructionthereof. Let us take the

MoroccanJewsMimounaasan example. On the eighth dayof the Passoverfestival,the MoroccanandNorth African Jewscelebrate

the Mimouna in Israel In North Africa, Mimouna entailedthe cooperationof local Muslims who sold the Jewswheat,and invited

themto picnicon their land. From the mid-1960s,Moroccan Jewsin

Israel began celebrating the Mimouna as

family picnicsin massgatheringswith asmanyas150,000attending.

Mimouna is now an official holiday in the Israeli calendar. This

festival is one they knew from Morocco, but itõsalso obviously

somethingnew; sinceit did not exist in this way in the past,anditõs

not just acontinuation.

SW: Therefore, from your perspective,itõsnot an òinventionof

traditionóas Eric Hobsbawnput it, but a reconstructionof a new

modernity.
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SNE: It isnõta continuationof a traditional pattern. Itõsa reconstitutionof newmodernpatternswhich reconstructsmanytraditional

components. This is oneof the mostfascinatingfacetsof modernsociety,indeedin principleof anysociety.

SW: In contrast to other people,youõvewritten that fundamentalismis essentiallya modernphenomenon. This strikes measa very

contemporarything to write. In asituation in whichyou write, elsewhere,that òsolidarityandtrust arethe ingredientsfor thoseprone

to adjustto socialchangeó,canyou commenton the integration of Muslims,particularly in Europe?

SNE: The problemwith solidarity and trust is that you cannothavecontinuoussocialrelationswithout them,but at the sametime

they can be very limiting . They can limit the extent and the scope,of your relations. There is tension betweenthe particularist

elementsof trust andsolidarity, andthe possibilityof its extension. This is oneof the greatchallengestodayof Muslims in Europeand

in many other places,indeedall over the world. Sometimesitõssuccessful,sometimesit fails. But itõsalways full of tension. Any

extension,any attempt at extending solidarity and trust, starting with the family and fanning outwards, is full of tension. I am

thinking of the theoriesdevelopedby the great psycho-analystJohnBowlby (1907-1990) who wrote a bookon Attachment

aboutthe crucial role of maternalattachment,but alsoanotherbookon the psychologicaleffectsof separation,anxiety and

loss of the original attachment. The tension betweenconcreteattachmentsis a given pattern of life and relations

andthe necessityof going beyondthe continualcomponentsof sociallife.

SW: I amconcernedaboutin-groupsolidarity,andtrust of the out-group,or relationswith its

members; in other words,what aboutthe tensionbetweenthe immigrantsandthe hostsociety?

SNE: The problematiqueis: canyoubuild newpatternsof solidarity?

For instance,the very interestingcontroversyin the Stateschampionedby an

important conservativescholar, showsthrough astructural andcultural

analysishow mixedneighborhoodsdestroytrust. However,thereis a responseto him,

saying:òYes,for sometime they maydestroytrust, but they mayalsoslowly extend

the rangeof trust, soasto continuouslybuild it upó. Oneof the interestingexamplesfrom Israel in the

1950õswasthe problemof settlementof differentethnicgroupsin the newly establishedStatein the

Lachisharea. Herewesaid:òIfyoumakemixedagricultural settlements,if everymoshavis mixed,it

will destroyitself. If you makeeachmoshavrelatively homogenous,but makethemoshavõs

district heterogeneous,youwill createtrustó.

SW: This relates,on a higher level,to the fact that modernizationdoesnõtnecessarilyleadto

homogeneity. So,arenõtwethereforewitnessingthe fragmentationof Europetoday?

SNE: We are witnessinga transformationof Europe,which includesa fragmentationof the old, and attemptsat establishingnew

networks. Thesearenewmodes. Someof thesearesuccessful; othersarefailures.

SW: What do you think of the conceptofòhybridityóin this context?Is it useful?

SNE: Yes and no. On the onehand,itõsa usefulconcept. But itõsnot a new concept. Hybridity meansmultiplicity of contents,but it

doesnot tell you aboutthe constitutionalborders,or boundaries. Hybridity doesnot in itself createfirm boundaries. It may,it maynot.

In Israel, the ultra-Orthodox are very hybrid. Someuse the internet and watch television,others donõt. Someare dressedquite

ômodernõ. But this doesnõttell you if they areopenor liberal in their constitutionalboundaries.

SW: You yourselfhaveawider view: of empires,of civilizations

SNE: Nevertheless,boundariesare constantlychangingand being reconstituted. There canbe no socialformationswithout borders

andthe conceptof hybridity doesnõtaccountfor this. Boundariesarevery important. They change,they arecontinually reconstituted. I

havenot yet seenanysocialformationwithout boundaries. Maybethey will appearoneday...

SW: At the ageof 86, I want you to look back,andlet meknow how you view the trendsover the pastdecades,both in sociologyand

in the world; I want to askif the world hasactedrationally, accordingto you,sincethe SecondWorld War?

SNE: Sociologyhasbecomevery diversifiedandcertainly very strong to the world, , it lacksstronger impactwith respectto different

modernrational activities,not just onerationality.

Theserationalitiesarevery oftencompeting; not everythingthatI donõtlike is irrational.

SW: And whenit comesto morality, aretherestill competingmoralities,or is thereoneabsolutemorality?

SNE: Let meput it this way: thereis a tensionbetweenputting emphasison seeminglyoneover-archinguniversalmorality, on the one

hand,and different interpretations of sucha universalmorality. So Muslims will tell you, they havea universalmorality; but it is

differentfrom Christianmorality, beit secularmorality, or whatever. There is moreandmoredialoguebetweenmoralities,but thereis

nooneover-archingmorality.

SW: And what is the role of the sociologistin all this?

SNE: To makesenseof it all, to analyze,to understand,to presentananalysissothat it canenrichthe publicdiscussion. Sociologywill

not solvethe problem,but it canenrichthe discussion.

The secondpart of this interviewwill appearin thenext issueof

òEuropeanSociologistóand will concentrateon empires,

civilizationsandglobalization.
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The ESA conferencesessionswill be held in the University of Geneva, one of the oldest

universities in Europe. Establishedin 1559by JeanCalvin, the University of Genevahas

continuedto grow; it is the secondlargestuniversity in Switzerlandandis a public institution of

the RepublicandCantonof Geneva. It pursuesthree missions: teaching,research,andserviceto

the wider community.

The themeof the 10th ESAconferenceis Social Relations in Turbulent Times.

In thewakeof the'creditcrunch',theworstfinancialcrisisin modernhistory,theeconomicsystemhasbeen

shakento its core. An insecurefuturefacesthenextgenerationasit strivesto copewith thecomplexitiesof

an ageingpopulationin an earwheneconomicgrowthwill beconstrainedby bothunprecedentedfiscal

deficitsand moralpressuresof environmentalactivism. The tremorscanbefelt on political landscapes

acrossthecontinentasnewconfigurationandalliancesarebornandestablishedpracticescrumble.

In this unusualcontext,socialrelationsare markedby uncertaintyand pessimism. Fearsare stokedby

pervasivereferencesto "external"threatsposedbyimmigrationandinternaldangersassociatedwith high

ratesof unemploymentanddegradationof publicservicesandmorals. How wefaceup to thechallenges

posedbytheturbulenceandunpredictabilityof our timesis thekeydilemmafacingcontemporarysocial

analysts. TheESAinvitesscholarstoconvenein Genevatodebatethepressingquestionsof theday.

ESA Conference in Geneva
September 2011

The 10th conferenceof the ESA will takeplace

in Geneva,the international centreof Europe,

in September  2011. The international mission

in Genevawasconfirmedafter the First World

War, when it was chosenas the headquarters

of the Leagueof Nations, the predecessorof

the United Nations. Today, several other

international organizationshavemadeGeneva

their headquarters,including the International

Labour Organization ( ILO ) , the General

Agreementon Tariffs andTrade ( GATT), the

World Health Organization ( WHO ) The

EuropeanOrganization for Nuclear Research

(CERN)andthe World Councilof Churches.

Geneva'slakefront with beautiful flowerbeds,

swans and ducks, and elegant residencesis

famous. The Jetdõeauspoutsacolumnof lake

water ashigh as450feet in the air; on a cleardayyou canseethe Mont-Blanc. Crossingthe Mont-

Blancbridge,is the Jardinanglaiswith the flower clock,a reflectionof Genevaõspreoccupationwith

watch-making, and the National Monument which commemoratesGeneva joining the rest of

Switzerlandin 1815. Thereareover40museumsin Geneva.

One of the most famous social scientists at the

University of GenevawasJeanPiaget(1896-1980),

who was Professor of sociology between 1939-

1951, Professor of Experimental Psychology

between1940-1971andEmeritus Professorof the

University of Genevabetween1971-1980.

http://www.unige.ch/en/


Thomas S. EberleChair RN Committee
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The RNsarethebackboneof ESA and the ExeC is thereforedeterminedto cultivate this relationship. An important stepforward was

the establishmentof the RN Council in 2008 that meetswith the ExeC face-to-faceat eachESA Conferenceto discussall kinds of

issues. Other stepswere the improvementof communicationwith the coordinatorsduring the year and the increaseof financial

supportfor midterm conferences. A further stepis the refinementof organizationalstructuresandprocedures,which is in the making.

After a consultationwith the RN Coordinatorsstarting in autumn2008, the ExeChastakena numberof decisionsin May 2009and

discussedthemagainwith the Coordinatorsat the RN CouncilMeeting in Lisbonin September2009.

A crucial structural changeis that we will introduceformalmembershipto RNsstarting in 2010. This measurewill createtransparency

abouthow many ESA membersare in eachRN. It is not fair that a RN which hasonly a few ESA membersgets the samefinancial

supportfor a midterm conferenceandthe sameamountof spaceat anESA conferenceasa RN that hasseveralhundredmemberswho

pay fees. This will not prevent RNs from using large mailing lists and from including non-ESA-membersat their conferences.

However,from now on, the RNs will havean incentiveto haveESA membersin goodstanding. To keepthe statusof an ESA-RN, a

researchnetwork musthavea minimumof 25 ESAmembers. A membershipin a RN will cost10 Eurosfor two years. The full amount

of membershipfeesgoesdirectly to the RNs and is transferred together with the midterm conferencefunding (to reducetransfer

costs). The amountis smallenoughthat ESAmemberscanbecomemembersof morethan onenetwork.

We alsoinvite the RNs to rethinktheirformalstructure. The guidelinesof 2004saidthat no coordinatorshouldstaymorethan 2-4 years

in office. Many RNs howeverfailedto rejuvenateandsuddenlytheir activitiesdecreasedsignificantly. We thereforesuggestthat each

RN createsa boardwith membersfrom manydifferentcountries,who representthe link to the sociologistsin their country. A number

of RNs elect a chair and a vice-chair. The chair servestwo yearsand the vice-chair servesas the next chair. This gives the RN

activities somecontinuity, keepsthe experienceon board and ensuresa turnover. The board should be continuouslybolsteredby

youngersociologistswho canbecomefuture chairs.

A new initiative is that we attempt to systematicallyintegratetheRNs in theprocessof planningthenextESA Conference2011in Geneva.

This time the RNs will not only organizetheir sessionsbasedon acall for papersof their own,but the topicsof the semi-plenarieswill

alsodedicatedto the thematicareasof the RNs. All the coordinatorshavebeeninvited to write a brief outline about the conference

themeSocial relations in turbulent times from their perspective,which topics they suggestand which semi-plenaryspeakersthey

propose. Of course,the programmecommitteewill not be able to take up all the suggestionsfrom 33 RNs, but it will considerthe

proposalsvery seriouslyandevaluatethemcarefully.

The fact that the 9th ESA Conferencein Lisbon washighly profitableallowedthe ExeCto grantthehighestfundingto RNsin theESA's

history: 21 midterm conferenceshavebeenplanned(somehavealreadytaken place),somewith 30-50 participants,and others with

severalhundreds,andall of themweresupportedby agrant of 1,500Euros. The callsfor papersto theseconferenceswerepublishedin

the electronic ESA bulletin and also on the ESA website. In the processof handling funding applications,we detectedthat

communicationcanbecomemucheasierandmoreefficientwhenusing formswith specificquestions. We havedevisedsometemplates

now that will makefuture funding applicationsand reports much easierto handle,for RNs as well as for the RN Committee. The

guidelinesfor RNs that arepublishedon the webwerealsoupdated.

Sincethe Lisbon conference,RN26 was successfullyrevampedwith the enlargednameSociologyof SocialPolicyandSocialWelfare,

RN28 Sociologyof Sportsis beingrevampedtoo, andRN17 IndustrialRelationswassuccessfullycontinuedafter the untimely deathof

its coordinator(seeObituary in this Newsletter). Let me closewith a warm thank-you to all the colleagueswho are investing time

andenergyinto RN activitiesðwewish you inspiring events,stimulating intellectualdebates,greatencountersandmuchfun!

By Thomas S. Eberle- Chair RN Committee

Within ESA there exist two organizationalworlds: On the one hand,the world of the Executive

Committee that is composedof the President and 15 membersfrom 12 different European

countries,as well as the presidentof the National AssociationsCouncil and the Editor of the

EuropeanSociologist; it is organizedin eight committeesandassistedby the ESASecretary. On the

other hand,thereis the world of 33 ResearchNetworks that areorganizedarounda thematicarea

and operate on their own. It is not easy to link the interests of the Executive Committee

(henceforthExeC) andthoseof the RNsandto tie themcloselytogether.



In the third article in this series, European Sociologist takes an inside look at 

Research Network no.7 on the Sociology of  Culture to discover how it functions.

RN7 on Sociology of Culture was foundedin September2005 at the 7th-ESA Conferencein Torun (Poland). The main aim of the

network is to providea forum for discussionandexchangefor sociologistsof culture who areeither basedin Europeor whoseresearch

is devotedto oneor moreaspectsofòculturein Europeó. In addition,the network mayalsoact asa Europeanforum for the exchangeof

teachingexperiencesin the field of sociologyof culture. Last but not least,the network wants to bean intellectual spacein which the

differenttrendsthat nowadaysre-articulateEuropeõscultural identity canbediscussedfrom asociologicalpoint of view. See:

http ://www .europeansociology.org/index .php?option=com_content&task=view&id= 25&Itemid= 29

Sincethe inception of the RN, all conferencesorganizedwere a great success. The first Midterm Conferencewas held in Ghent in

November2006andit hadmorethan 150participantsfrom manycountries. In 2008the Midterm Conferencewasorganizedin Venice

jointly with the ESA RN on Sociologyof the Arts: thereweremorethan 350applications,of which 220wereacceptedfor presentation.

In Lisbon at the 9th Conferenceof the ESA, the RN organized24 sessionswith 110 presentations,and in addition two of our board

members(Mark Jacobsand Anna Lisa Tota) organizeda ResearchStreamon òMemory,Culture, and Public Discourseówith eight

sessionsand48presentations.

In addition,the RN, in cooperationwith the researchnetworksSociologyof Arts andQualitativeMethods,organizedits first doctoral

schoolòArguingwith evidencein studying culture & theartsóin the form of a studentminiconference, which took placejust beforethe

9th ESA Conferencein Lisbon. This project wasvery important for the RN and it will be continuedin the future, as it representsan

intellectualspacefor the younggenerationsof Europeansociologists,who havethe possibility to meet,andto exchangenew ideasand

professionalandintellectualopportunities.

As of 1st August 2009, the RN publishes a Newsletter òCulturalProcessesóedited by Mark D. Jacobs. See:

http://www .europeansociology.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=208&Itemid=167

The secondissuewill bepublishedafter the Midterm Conferenceandit will focuson somethemesraisedthere.

The next Midterm ConferenceòCultureandthe Making ofWorldsówill beheldat the BocconiUniversity in Milan (October7-9, 2010).

The conferenceaims to explore the role of culture as a mediumfor building òworlds.óCultures will be analyzedin terms of their

capacity to help shapethe pasts and futures of contemporarysocieties. The conferencewill be characterizedby an emphasison

interdisciplinary,to includecontributionsfrom economics,political andmanagementscience,anthropology,andcultural studies,aswell

associologyperse. The keynotespeakerswill beDianeCrane(University of Pennsylvania,USA), BarbaraCzarniawska(University of

Gothenburg, Sweden),Vijayendra Rao (DevelopmentResearchGroup at World Bank), and AndreasReckwitz Europa-Universität

Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder. The conferencewill beattendedby scholarsfrom all over Europeandthe United States. We havealready

receivedmorethan 270abstracts. The conferencewill becomprisedof about50sessions,relatedto threemainthemes:

During the conferencetherewill bea specialpaneldedicatedto the memoryof

RichardPetersonand to the importanceof his work, that hasdeeplyaffected

both AmericanandEuropeansociologyof culture. The chair of the panelwill

beVeraZolberg andthe panellists: Mark Jacobs,Tia DeNora, Rudi Laermans,

and Koen van Eijck. Moreover, as the Midterm Conferencewill be held in

Italy, the ResearchNetwork on Sociologyof Culture hasworked jointly with

the Italian Sociological Association. The result is that the Research

Committee òProcessi e Istituzioni Culturalióof the Italian Sociological

Association will organize three sessionson sociability, media and visual

cultures. In order to further developthe relation with Russiansociologists,

the Moscow Schoolof Socialand EconomicScienceswill organizea special

sessionon Russiansociologyof culture. In addition, in order to continuethe

project of the Doctoral Schooltwo membersof our board (Mark Jacobsand

Dick Houtman) will organizeòCultureat the frontieró,a specialsessionfor

PhD. students. For any other information on the conference,pleasevisit the

websitehttp://www .esaculturebocconi2010.org

Anna Lisa Tota

Chair of the ESA RN on Sociology of Culture

1)How culture matters,relatedto the activenatureof culturesand their capacityto becomean important resourcefor conflict

resolution,andto shapethe publicknowledgeof the pastandthe publicexpectationsfor the future.

2)How the culture systemchanges,related to the important transformationswe are witnessing in contemporarysocieties,,

whichaffectthe waysin which cultural artefactscanbeproducedandcanacquiretheir own meaningsandvalues.

3)Culture , spaceand time, relatedto the articulation of the spaceand the time, typical of contemporarysocietyand to the

comparisonamongdifferentconceptionsof time andspacein differentcultures.
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9th Conference of  ESA ðLisbon, Portugal, September 2009
Helena Carreiras, Chair of  the Local Organizing Committee, Lisboa

The 9th Conference of the European Sociological Association was held in Lisboabetween

2 and 5 of September 2009. The topic of the Conference was òEuropean Society or European

Societies? raising the central issue of whether there is convergence or divergence between

regions in the European area. A particular focus of the Conference was on role of sociology

in helping to understand the European area and how sociologists from different countries

and different tradition  can work together to meet this challenge.

The Conferencewas locally organized by a consortium

including three Portuguese university and research

institutions ð the Department of Sociology of ISCTE-

Lisboa University Institute (the leading institution of the

consortium), the Human and Social SciencesSchool of

the New University of Lisboa (FCSH-UNL), the

Institute of Social Sciencesof the University of Lisboa

(ICS-UL) ðandthe PortugueseSociologicalAssociation(APS).

Overcomingthe most optimistic prognosisby the organizers,

the conferenceturned out to be the biggest ever in ESA

records. It brought together 2,470 participantsfrom over 50

countries,which presentedand discussedtheir work in four

plenary sessions,10 semi-plenary sessions,and 564 work

sessions,organizedby 31ResearchNetworksand17Research

Streams.  Besides, various other meetings were

organized around Meet the authorand Ad hoc sessions, 

organizational meetings and exhibition areas. 

The conference dinner counted on the presence of more

than 900 participants in the gardens of the EDP

Electricity Museum, a remarkable environment for the

closing of a memorable and successful conference.
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By Elina Oinas

In Lisbon,the morning sessionswith lecturesby professorsLuis Baptista, Claire Wallace,SokratisKoniordos,

PekkaSulkunen, Ursula ApitzschandElina Oinaswerefollowedby workshops. The discussionsonstudentsõ

projectswereengagingand inspiring, thorough andcritical, yet encouragingandsupportive. More often than

not, the heateddebateswerecontinuedinto the warmsummernights of the streetsof Barrio Alto.

From the organizerõspoint of view the real difficulty was the limited number of participantswho could be

acceptedandthe enormousnumberof high quality applications. This wasthe casein Lisbon,andevenmoreso

for the 2010summerschoolthat is organizedin Finland in July aroundthe themeof academicjournal writing .

It is of coursewonderfulto witnessthe high quality of exciting PhD work conductedall over Europe,but also

regrettable that a large number of promising applications,judging by quality alone,could well have been

included,but are by necessityrejected. An interesting feature among the applicantsis their backgrounds:

EuropeanPhD studentsareextremelymobile,andmoreoftenthan not havea careerin severaluniversitiesand

countries. ESA decisionsare basedon criteria that take into accounta balancebetweenthe quality of plan

submitted by the candidate,the qualificationsof the candidate,the planõsrelevanceto sociology,a good

thematiccompositionwithin the summerschool,aswell asageographicalandgenderdiversity.

The popularityof the summerschoolsdemonstratesthat theremaynot beenoughsummerschoolsofferedafter

all, andthat nationalassociationsandresearchnetworksmaywish to offer evenmorePhD training, especially

on the subject of publishing academicworks. Other PhD workshopswere organized prior to the Lisbon

conferenceby variousResearchNetworks,andwill hopefullyorganizesomemoresummerschoolsprior to the

next ESA conferencein Geneva. (Co-coordinators,considerthis andcontactthe conferenceorganizerswell in

advance!)The ESA summerschoolin Genevawill be announcedsoonon the ESA websiteðall old and new

applicantsarewelcometo apply!

(c) Marja Peltonen

óWhat I most liked at the Summerworkshop was the very nice mix of

papers,that allowedus to hearmore aboutour specificresearchinterests,

but alsocreatedthe spacefor learning aboutnew things and perspectives

on Europeansocieties.óLaura Morosanu"ESA SummerSchool: oneof the

most generous academic exchanges, a great opportunity to meat

extraordinary peopleand be exposedto new and exciting research; in

short,anexperienceno youngsociologistshouldmiss.óCristian Norocel

òThe ESA SummerSchoolis definitely the bestamongstthose(few)I have

attendedsofar. First of all it is a greatopportunity to meetcolleaguesfrom

all aroundEurope,manyof themdoing very similar things to what you do.

Didactic is organizedin order to promoteknowledgeexchange,anda very

constructiveenvironmentof mutual support and critique. 2 very intense

andchallengingdays,I haveto say,in the magicsceneryof Lisbon,which

contributed makeof this experiencesomethingI would suggestto every

postgradsociologist.òAlessandroZagato
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ESA wishesto bring together SociologyPhD studentsfrom all cornersof

Europeto summerschoolseachyear. Every secondyear,the summerschool

is held prior to the ESA conference; this wasalsothe casein Lisbon 2009.

The summer school affords not only an opportunity to hold intensive

learning and discussionsfor two days in a classroom, but also an

opportunity to conduct extended networking with fellow students and

teachersfor the durationof the entireconference.

Commentsby Lisbon participants :

òESA'svery well-organizedsummerschoolhassucceededin bringing together young sociologistswilling to shareideasand

supporteachother. The informal communicationbetweenESA conferenceparticipantsin the beautifulsurroundingsof Lisbon

facilitatedthe integration of the summerschoolparticipantsinto abroadernetwork of Europeanscholars.óNikolay Zakharov


